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Award nominations
It’s been a great boost for the dedicated team at Charity 
Link to be announced as a finalist in three prestigious 
awards. Check out our social media to see if we win!

 • Community Action finalist in the LeicestershireLive 
Community Heroes Awards

 • Charity of the Year in the Furnley House Community 
Champions Awards

 • Community Impact Finalist in the East Midlands 
Chamber Business Awards for Leicester

Over the last 6 months...
With your support, we were able to provide the following essential items:

Household Goods

153
Cookers

573
Beds

348
Clothing

125
Fridge Freezers

363
Washing Machines

484

Maya’s story
Maya was referred to us 

by her housing 
support worker in 

desperate need.

Maya has a 
number of 
mental health 
issues and 

has found life 
extremely difficult 

since her relationship 

ended during the pandemic.

She was left caring for herself and her 
three children on a much-reduced 
income and this has been a real struggle. 
Maya’s children were sleeping on worn 
beds and she shared a bed with her 
youngest child, which was making life 
even more stressful for the family. 

Your support has ensured that the 
children all now have a suitable bed of 
their own and the whole family can get 
a good night’s sleep. Thank you for your 
continued support.
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Director’s message
Welcome to the autumn issue of Thrive.

In this edition you’ll find lots of photos from this year’s 
Leicestershire 3 Peaks Challenge. This was our first 
‘proper’ event since the start of the pandemic and the 
team had a fantastic time welcoming Challengers on 
the day. This year we started and finished at our Proud 
Business Supporters Bawdon Lodge Farm and it was 
a hugely enjoyable day that has helped to raise vital 
funds. We are so grateful to everyone who took part or 
supported this event.

A really positive aspect of the lifting of restrictions is 
that we have been able to start planning even more 
events and you can find out about many of these in this 
edition, including our Festive Frolic and Pooch Parade 
in December, our Sleepover in January and our annual 
Leicester Comedy Festival event, A Bellyful of Laughs 
in February. To start off, why not join in our Hair-raising 
Halloween fundraiser?!

Whilst there is so much to celebrate, the increase in 
need that we have been experiencing is set to continue 
with the ending of furlough, the withdrawal of the 
Universal Credit uplift and utility price hikes. Your 
continued support as we go into the challenging winter 
months (as many families face the annual juggle of 
‘eating or heating’) is very much appreciated.

Whether you choose to purchase Christmas cards or 
our fabulous 2022 calendar, or if you’d like 
to support an event or make a donation, 
it really does make a difference. 
Thank you.

With very best wishes,

Sue McEniff 
Director of Marketing & Fundraising

The Thrive newsletter is designed 
by Sébastien de La Hamayde 
from Designeering.

With over 25 years experience, 
Designeering gives clients a 
competitive edge through innovative 
design to increase their sales.

www.designeering.com
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BEESTON-CLARKE ACCOUNTANTS
We are delighted to have Beeston-Clarke Accountants as 
part of our Proud Business Supporter Club. The company 
is a ‘charity numbers specialist’ and also runs monthly 
Charity Chatter virtual meetings to support charities.

Steph Beeston-Clarke says: “Our work is all for charities 
and not-for-profit organisations. The Club enables us to 
give back and be part of a group with the same ethos.”

FULL SQUARE PRINTING
Full Square Printing have supported us for many 
years and print each edition of Thrive for free. They 
also provide printing support for many fundraising 
and event materials.

Claire McFadden from Full Square says: “It is too easy 
to overlook the plight of people who end up in crisis 
through no fault of their own. We are proud to be among 
the founder members of the PBS club, supporting Charity 
Link with printed materials and taking part in events.”

PBS Club News
Proud Business Supporters make a massive difference in 
their local community. As the Club continues to develop, 
we are now offering a Bronze level membership to help 
businesses of all sizes change local lives.

Gold members offer a £100 monthly donation, Silver members offer £50 and Bronze 
members offer £20. Due to our unique way of working, every £10 helps to buy £50 of 
essential items so all members make a massive difference.

We are delighted to have welcomed a number of new members recently, including 
Homebrook and Mortgage Advice Bureau Hinckley as Gold members, Kangaroo UK 
as Silver members and Cognates and Total Industrial Engraving as Bronze members.

BECOME 
A PBS CLUB 
MEMBERJoin the Club today!

4

Charity Link – finding funding for people in need since 1876

www.charity-link.org/pbs



Festive Frolic
Get into the Christmas spirit, dig out your Santa suits 
and elf outfits and join us for a sponsored walk and 
woodland trail around the beautiful grounds of Bawdon 
Lodge Farm on 12th December.

Bring your four-legged friends (and 
if they like to dress up too – the more 
the merrier!)

Christmas cards and 2022 fundraising 
calendar also available to purchase on 
the day. Register your interest now!

Email rachel.markham@charity-link.org

Sleepover 2022
The 2022 event will see a combination of people joining 
us at the Charity Link office courtyard in Leicester city 
centre and other ‘guests’ taking part in their own home 
or garden – your sleepover, your way!

The date for your diary is Friday 28th January and you 
can register your interest now. Check out our website 
and social media for the latest updates or email 
rachel.markham@charity-link.org

If you’d like to do your own sponsored sleepover on 
another day, we’d also love your support.

Hair-raising Halloween!
This Halloween we’re asking you to show off your 
hair-raising styles – all to help local people in need!

From 29th to 31st October, show off your most scary 
styles, host a Halloween party, organise a ‘scariest hair’ 
competition amongst friends, family or colleagues and 
share your hair-raising on social media.

So practise the back-combing and get the food dye, hair 
sprays and rollers ready. #HairRaisingForCharityLink

XMAS

Get your 

mutt re
ady 

to strut!
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Leicestershire 3 
Peaks Challenge
Our first big event since the start of the 
pandemic, the atmosphere amongst 
our 120 challengers was fantastic!!

We expect that over £10,000 will have 
been raised through the event– all of 
which will go to provide essential items 
for people in need.

Massive thanks to everyone who 
supported this key annual event and 
helped make it such a success.

See you next September!

Charity Link – finding funding for people in need since 1876

6 Thanks to Matt Glover Photography
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Fancy a Bellyful 
of Laughs?

The Goods Depot
Our social enterprise, The Goods Depot, is continuing 
to prove a vital asset, providing an excellent service 
to Charity Link clients in need, whilst also feeding its 
profits back (from sales of white goods and beds to the 
wider community) to support Charity Link’s work.

As the COVID pandemic has shown, traditional 
fundraising activities can be vulnerable to external 
factors and The Goods Depot offers a vital sustainable 
income stream to Charity Link going forward.

If you, or anyone you know, is in need of a fridge, 
freezer, tumble dryer, washing machine or bed, please 
do consider purchasing through The Goods Depot.

Based in Glenfield, find out more about the products it 
provides and sells on its website here below.

We are planning our 
annual Leicester 
Comedy Festival event, 
A Bellyful of Laughs, 
again in February. 

As we missed our 10 
year anniversary event 
this year, this will be a 
special evening, filled 
with food and a range of 
comedians.

Get in touch if you’d like 
to be the first to hear 
more about this event.

Email rachel.markham@
charity-link.org
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COVID update
There has been much in the news recently about what 
is likely to be an extremely difficult winter as more and 
more people struggle to make ends meet.

It is expected that the £20 cut to universal credit, due in 
October, will push a further 500,000 people into poverty 
as the price of food and energy continues to rise on 
top of further job losses as the furlough scheme ends. 
According to the Child Poverty Action Group, there will 
be 300,000 more children pushed into poverty. Former 
prime minster Gordon Brown said; “Poor people in Britain 
can no longer rely on Social Security for the minimum 
they need to prevent the descent into extreme poverty. 
Their lifeline is now charity.” (The Guardian 22/09/21).

We continue our vital work supporting those in 
need throughout Leicestershire, Rutland and 
Northamptonshire. Thanks to your support we have now 
helped over 9,000 people and provided over £1.2m in 
essential items since the start of the pandemic.

Your support over the coming months is needed 
more than ever.

Simian’s story
The last few months have been extremely 
challenging for Simian who has learning 
difficulties and mental health issues.

He was furloughed from his job and 
then contracted COVID-19 which lead 
to a stay in hospital as his condition was 
so serious. After treatment and as he 
continued his recovery, he was released 
into residential respite care before moving 
into supported accommodation.

However, with a reduction in wages and 
continued uncertainty over his job, he 
could not afford the cost of the items he 

needed for his unfurnished flat.

It is with your support that we have 
been able to provide 
Simian with both a 
fridge-freezer and a 
washing machine.

These everyday 
items, which so 
many of us are 
lucky enough to 
take for granted, 
are helping Simian 
to make his new flat 
into his home. They are 
helping to maintain his dignity 
and well-being, they are life changing.
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Our Trust Administration team has 
recently welcomed a new client to our 
portfolio of charities.  

The George Townsend Charity provides 
almshouse accommodation for 
women in need aged 45+ in Leicester 
and Leicestershire. The charity 
approached us for assistance following 
the retirement of their Clerk. Our Trust 
Administration team discussed the 

charity’s needs with its Trustees and drew 
up a tailored package of support. We 
look forward to working with the George 
Townsend Charity for many years to come.

We offer an established service with the 
knowledge and experience to support 
your Trustees in governance best practice, 
as well as ensuring efficient administration.

Contact the team by emailing 
trustadmin@charity-link.org 
or call 0116 222 2200 for details.

“If you know a charity whose 
Trustees need support with 
clerking, governance and general 
administration, or with financial 
and grants administration, then 
please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch with our friendly Trust 
Administration team.”
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We are delighted to welcome Aisha Daud 
to our vital Casework team.

Aisha will be helping clients by making 
applications on their behalf to charitable 
trusts and benevolent funds to purchase 
essential items to help improve quality of 
life. She will also liaise with and assist the 
250+ referring agencies with whom we 
work in partnership.

Aisha is also a professional interpreter, 
speaking four languages (Urdu, Gujarati, 
Hindi and Kutchi) and will be supporting 
our work reaching out across all the 
communities we serve.

Trust Administration news

New team member Aisha



Cards & 2022 calendar
Help change lives over winter by purchasing some of these.

ALPACA CARDS
Thanks to Leicestershire graphite artist Katherine Sheard 
for designing this Alpaca card to raise funds – each card 
costs £2.50 with at least £1.90 supporting our work.

CHRISTMAS CARDS
Our new range of Christmas cards is now available. 
Costing £3, with 46% of the cost helping people in need, 
each pack features 10 cards with envelopes. The message 
inside reads ‘Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year’.

2022 CALENDAR
We are delighted to 
be supported once 
again by Matt Glover 
Photography and Full 
Square Printing to bring 
you a nature image 
calendar to brighten 
2022, both for you and 
for the people in need 
your calendar purchase 
will help to support.

The A5 calendar (150mm x 420mm hanging) 
costs £15 with all proceeds helping to provide 
essential items for people living in hardship. The 
calendar makes a great festive season gift too.

NOTECARDS
Feeling blue – or pink?! Our 
notecard packs feature 10 
cards (two designs) and are 
blank for your own message, 
so perfect for a range of 
occasions. Each pack costs 
£5 with at least 50% of the 
cost supporting our work.

Support Charity Link’s Leicestershire 3 Peaks 
Challenge, all to ensure local people in need are 
warm, safe and fed. Register now to join us on 
Sunday 26th September. #leics3peaks

16 miles of beautiful scenery, 
have you got what it takes?

Charity Link – finding funding for people in need since 1876

Leicester Charity Organisation Society is a registered charity no. 1078271 and a company limited by guarantee no. 03761954

www.charity-link.org/leics3peaks

0116 222 2200

The proceeds of these cards will provide essential items such as 
beds, cookers, clothing and food throughout Leicestershire, 
Rutland and Northamptonshire. We believe that everyone 

deserves to be warm, safe, clean, rested and fed - 
no matter what difficulty they may be facing.

To find out more or get involved visit www.charity-link.org

Registered charity no. 1078271

Back of card.indd   1Back of card.indd   1 30/06/2021   13:35:2530/06/2021   13:35:25

Printed in the UK   Tel: 01268 684054
XQ0310LCL

Hare

Support Charity Link’s Leicestershire 3 Peaks 
Challenge, all to ensure local people in need are 
warm, safe and fed. Register now to join us on 
Sunday 26th September. #leics3peaks

16 miles of beautiful scenery, 
have you got what it takes?
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The proceeds of these cards will provide essential items such as 
beds, cookers, clothing and food throughout Leicestershire, 
Rutland and Northamptonshire. We believe that everyone 

deserves to be warm, safe, clean, rested and fed - 
no matter what difficulty they may be facing.

To find out more or get involved visit www.charity-link.org

Registered charity no. 1078271
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Printed in the UK   Tel: 01268 684054
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Victorian Partridge

Support Charity Link’s Leicestershire 3 Peaks 
Challenge, all to ensure local people in need are 
warm, safe and fed. Register now to join us on 
Sunday 26th September. #leics3peaks

16 miles of beautiful scenery, 
have you got what it takes?
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The proceeds of these cards will provide essential items such as 
beds, cookers, clothing and food throughout Leicestershire, 
Rutland and Northamptonshire. We believe that everyone 

deserves to be warm, safe, clean, rested and fed - 
no matter what difficulty they may be facing.

To find out more or get involved visit www.charity-link.org
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Card 11823

Il lustrat ion by El l i se Wi lk inson

©Abacus Cards Ltd.
www.abacuscards.co.uk
Tel :  01638 569050
Pr inted in the UK

5 021926 118230

message ins ide reads:

With best wishes for
Chr istmas and the New Year

For each pack purchased a contr ibut ion of 10% of the retai l  pr ice
wi l l  be div ided equal ly between the nominated char it ies:

We’re the Br i t i sh Heart Foundation and 
we fund research to beat heart and 
circulatory diseases,  the world’s biggest 
k i l lers .   Our v is ion is  a wor ld f ree from the 
fear of heart and circulatory diseases. 

To f ind out more about the BHF vis i t
bhf.org.uk

Registered char ity no. 225971 (England 
and Wales) no. SC039426 (Scotland).

We’re here for people l iv ing with any 
terminal i l lness,  and their  fami l ies. 
We offer expert care, guidance and 
support to help them get the most 
f rom the t ime they have left .

mariecur ie.org.uk 

Registered char ity no. 207994 
(England and Wales) no. SC038731 
(Scotland).

Printed in the UK   Tel: 01268 684054
XQ0537LCL

Merry Christmas

2022

ORDER 
TODAY!

Use the form 

enclosed or buy 

online on our 
website

Thrive Newsletter – Autumn 2021
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This winter even more 
local people are facing 
hardship...

Many families are going without due to COVID-19 
and pressure on household budgets. Your support is 
needed today. #nowmorethanever #heating

Leicester Charity Organisation Society is a registered charity no. 1078271 and a company limited by guarantee no. 03761954

0116 222 2200

www.charity-link.org/heating



Cards & 2022 Calendar Order Form
Your Name Date

 

Phone or Email  (only to contact you if Charity Link need to discuss your order)

 

Delivery Address

Item/Description Cost Qty Subtotal

Hare – 10x square cards + envelopes * £3

Merry Christmas – 10x square cards + envelopes * £3

Partridge – 10x square cards + envelopes * £3

2022 Calendar – 1x A5 (1 month per page) £15

Blue Notecards – 10x A6 (2 designs) + envelopes £5

Pink Notecards – 10x A6 (2 designs) + envelopes £5

Alpaca Card – price each with one envelope ** £2.50

Postage (please cross out if you wish to collect) £1.50 1 £1.50

My order TOTAL

RETURN THIS FORM TO

Shop Charity Link 
20a Millstone Lane 
Leicester, LE1 2JN 

I am paying by  (please tick)

    Cheque (made payable to “Charity Link”)

    BACS (transfer date ____ /____ /____ )

Our bank account: 
Leicester Charity Organisation Society Ltd 
Sort Code: 30-94-97    Acc No: 03253310 
(Please include your name as a reference)

* Square card 125mm x 125mm   ** Square card 150mm x 150mm   


